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May against 
immunity 
for Jowers 

He hopes classified 
: flies will be released 

By DWIGHT LEWIS 

Staff Writer 

West Tennessee businessman Loyd Jow- 
ers should not be given immunity to testify 
before a grand jury about a plot to kill Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr„ James Earl Ray 
said yesterday. 

“I don’t think he needs immunity,” Ray 
said. “If he is not given immunity, he can 
subpoena records in the King case that 
have been classified by the federal gov- 
ernment and ordered sealed until the year 
2025. 

"I think those classified records being 
held by the Justice Department can help 
my case. If he is given immunity, there 
would be no reason for him to subpoena 
those records.” 

Ray said the classified records would 
show that he was coerced into pleading 
guilty to killing the civil rights leader on 
April 4, 1968. 

Ray made his comments during an in- 
terview at the state’s Riverbend Maximum 
Security Institution where he is being held. 

Jowers operated a grill across the street 
from the Lorraine Motel in Memphis when 
King was murdered. During an interview 
broadcast Thursday night on ABC News’ 
Primetime Live, Jowers said he found 
someone to kill King as a favor for a 
friend, now-deceased Memphis produce 
dealer Frank Liberto. 

*• Jowers and four others have asked for 
-immunity to testify before a Memphis 
grand jury about the plot 

Shelby County District Attorney General 
John Pierotti has "said he will not grant 



“I think those classified 
records being held by the 
Justice Department can 
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immunity to Jowers. 

Meanwhile, William Pepper, a London 
attorney who has been representing Ray 
since 1988, said yesterday he has no doubt 
that Jowers accepted the contract from 
Liberto to have King assassinated. 

Pepper's comments came after he was 
told that former Memphis resident Frank 
Holt had passed a polygraph exam indicat- 
ing that he had no part in King's death. 

“I think it is time for the attorney gener- 
al in Memphis to take seriously these alle- 
gations and look into this case very closely 
the statement of these witnesses,” Pepper 
said. “We had hoped this would be done in 
a court of law, and preferably before a 
grand jury.” 0 


